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Foreword to the First edition

Preparing for the European Qualifying Examination (EQE) often feels like navigating through a flood of legal texts and
procedures. The EPC Handbook aims to streamline this challenge. Written in an exam-oriented bullet style based on
past papers and recurring EQE questions, this comprehensive resource helps candidates maximize their scores in the legal
components of the EQE, including Paper D of the “old” EQE format and Modules E M2, and M4 of the new EQE,
as well as the EPAC exams. By covering all critical topics for exam success, this handbook offers a practical, structured
approach to mastering these essential areas of patent law.

This book was formerly known as “D-I Guide (Part 1 of 2: EPC)”, published last year in its third edition for the EQE
2025. Now, under the new title “EPC Handbook”, this first edition by Wolters Kluwer has been thoroughly updated
for the EQE 2026. It reflects the relevant legal changes up to November 2025 and incorporates significant revisions and
expansions that accommodate the evolving exam requirements. A restructured chapter layout offers improved clarity and
usability, helping candidates efliciently navigate complex legal concepts and procedural steps.
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About the author

It has been a long journey for me to become a tutor and finally reach this important milestone of authoring a book for
Wolters Kluwer. My IP career began on the first of March 2019, when I made the pivotal decision to switch from an
engineering role to the patent department at Schaeffler. While the choice was not an easy one, it set me on a path that
shaped my professional development profoundly. The timing was equally significant: I entered the patent profession just
in time to meet the two-year waiting period, enabling me to sit the pre-exam for the EQE on 1 March 2021 and even-
tually the main EQE Papers A, B, C, D in 2022.

I remain grateful to my former mentors at Schaeffler — Florian Maas, Winfried Helm, and Johannes Burkardt — who
provided a solid foundation and laid the pillars of my current IP knowledge. After moving to Siemens Gamesa (now part
of Siemens Energy), where I am currently employed, I continue to benefit from what I learned during my earlier years.
My current colleagues at Siemens Gamesa, especially Philipp Rosenits, have also been tremendously supportive in my
first steps at the company.

I extend my sincere thanks to all those who have supported me in drafting, reviewing, and refining my EQE preparation
materials. In particular, Maria Claudia Souza has been a constant source of encouragement, and I am immensely grate-
ful to the many candidates, tutors, and representatives whose feedback has shaped and enhanced these exam preparation
books. Your input drives the continuous improvement of this work.

Ifyou have suggestions for future editions or spot any errors, please do not hesitate to contact me at ignaciolobato93@gmail.com
or connect with me on LinkedIn. Let us work together to support more candidates on their path to success in the EQE!

Munich, July 2025

Ignacio Lobato
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